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Brief project description: 
 
The Bridgeview/Greenlawn Community Enhancement Project is a winner of the Growing Green 
Design Competition in 2017. The project transformed a vacant, asphalt-covered lot on Riggs 
Avenue into a pocket park for the neighborhood that provides stormwater management and 
potential environmental benefits. We aim to determine the extent of the ecological benefits to 
public health and ecosystem health in this urban setting. Specifically, we will explore the 
biodiversity and abundance of pollinators and natural predators in this plot compared with size-
matched plots with a variety of common urban features, testing the hypothesis that 
transforming neighborhood lots to pocket parks provides ecosystem benefits.  

 
Above: Bumblebees, hoverflies, and butterflies (from left) may be important day-flying 
pollinators.  
Below: From left, scorpionflies, mantids, and dragonflies are predators of pest insects in urban 
setting.  
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